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[bookmark: _Toc224128190]Important Deadlines (Spring 2026)

Proposal for Culminating Experience Form                            March 15th

Deadline to Apply to Graduate				May 1st

Final Deadline to Apply for Graduation			May 1st

Preliminary Thesis Format Check				April 15th

Culminating Experience Conference.                                      TBD 

Last Date to Take Oral Exam (PHIL 898 only)		May 1st

Final Format Check (PHIL 898 only)				May 1st

Proof of Completion						May 1st 



[bookmark: _Toc224128191]Graduate Coordination
The Department of Philosophy has one faculty Graduate Coordinator and one Graduate Program Coordinator (administrative).

Professor Azadpur	azad@sfsu.edu
Graduate Coordinator regarding all advising matters for new and continuing students; 
· Proposal for Culminating Experience (PCE) and revisions;
· Change of Graduate Program Form (to move from Conditionally Classified to Classified Standing, usually after having fulfilled outstanding prerequisites;
· Cross Registration and Consortium Agreements (Berkeley and other CSUs);
· Work done at SFSU and in excess of Bachelor’s degree;
· Graduate-level work done at other universities.
· Paperwork regarding probation, declassification, disqualification.

Cynthia Losinsky	grdphl@sfsu.edu 
Graduate Program Coordinator
· Helps with all administrative aspects of the graduate program including admissions, scholarships, and travel. Always feel free to contact her with any questions or concerns you have regarding the M.A. program.
 


[bookmark: _Toc224128192]Program Overview
· The MA program in philosophy is 30 units for students entering the program in Spring 2026.
· Three of those are required courses:
· PHIL 715: Seminar on Philosophical Writing
· This is the gateway course for the program. Take it in the first semester in which you are taking graduate seminars.
· PHIL 896: Culminating Experience Peer Work Project 
· This and the 895 are taken together in the student’s final semester.
· PHIL 895: Culminating Experience Project
· Pedagogical Training
· Pedagogical Training is a requirement effective Fall 2023. This can be satisfied in a number of ways, but students are encouraged to enroll in PHIL 718, a one-unit course on philosophical pedagogy, three times. Discuss with your advisor on the best way to fulfill this requirement. 
· Four of your courses must be graduate seminars in philosophy.
· The remaining three courses are electives. These can be:
· Graduate seminars in philosophy,
· Upper-division (300+) undergraduate courses in philosophy (other than 301, 303, or 450),
· Teaching units,
· Courses taken in other departments that are directly relevant to your thesis (requires the approval of the graduate coordinator),
· Other philosophy courses (e.g. field projects, independent studies),
· Courses taken at other universities (requires the approval of the graduate coordinator).
· Note: at least one of these electives must be a graduate-level (700+) course.
· In the semester prior to enrolling in your thesis course, you submit your PHIL 895 PCE, which is your thesis proposal.
· Some students will enter the program with prerequisites outstanding. 
· Fulfilling these prerequisites should be the first thing you do.
· You cannot submit your ATC or PCE until they are complete.
· prerequisites cannot be counted towards the M.A. degree.
· If you believe that you have been assigned a prerequisite in error, you may contact Prof. Azadpur about a correction.
· Once you have fulfilled your prerequisites, you may contact your graduate coordinator about changing your status from ‘Conditionally Classified’ to ‘Classified’.
[bookmark: _Toc224128193]Grading Standards and Advancement to Candidacy
Graduate students are held to a higher grading standard than undergraduate students. Please note the requirements to remain in good standing:
· All graduate students must receive a B- or higher in graduate seminar coursework. Receiving a B- or less is a failure, and the course must be repeated.
· Graduate students must maintain a 3.0 or higher. If the GPA drops below a 3.0 then the student is subject to academic notice. Failure to improve standing may result in eventual disqualification. 
· Prerequisite courses must be completed with an A- or higher. 
· For more details, please refer to the Graduate Studies bulletin on Academic Policy: https://bulletin.sfsu.edu/graduate-education/

· Advancement to Candidacy: Please note this process is now automated and is initiated by the department. To advance to candidacy and enroll in culminating experience work, you must be in good standing with the department (3.0 or higher) and have completed 18 units of coursework. All incompletes and prerequisite coursework must be completed prior to requesting classified status or advancing to candidacy.
[bookmark: _Toc224128194]Submitting the Proposal for Culminating Experience (PCE)
· This form must be submitted one semester before you intend to enroll in your thesis course (PHIL 898 or the new PHIL 895).
· You can find the PCE form here:  https://grad.sfsu.edu/content/culminating-experience
· Before you submit this form online, you should have it checked and approved by your thesis director, then your thesis committee, then Prof. Azadpur.
· Deadline for you to submit this form to your thesis supervisor and to your entire committee:
· Spring Deadline: March 15th

Important notes:
· You should choose a committee and begin a conversation about your plans well before this deadline.
· Your PCE must be submitted to and reviewed by the Graduate Coordinator before it is submitted to Graduate Studies. The timelines in the SFSU Bulletin and Graduate Studies website apply to administrators, not to you!
The most common errors when filling out the PCE are:
· Failing to fill out the required schedule for thesis work,
· Failing to sign underneath this schedule,
· Using more than the allotted 12 words in the titles of their theses.



[bookmark: _Toc224128195]PHIL 896 & 895: The Culminating Experience
Contact the Graduate Coordinator if you have any questions about the guidelines below.
[bookmark: _Toc224128196]Projects
Philosophy can be practiced in a variety of ways towards a variety of ends, and the Department of Philosophy aims to facilitate student’s autonomy is choosing their approach. Below are some models of Culminating Experience Projects, but proposals for other kinds of projects can also be proposed and will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.
a) A Teaching Module
Compose a syllabus for a course that you might teach at the lower-division level, including readings, lectures, and assignments. Teaching modules will be accompanied by a 2,000 – 3,000 word research paper drawing on work in the field of philosophical pedagogy (for example, from the journal Teaching Philosophy or the American Philosophical Association (APA) blog entries on teaching). 

b) A Reflective Essay
Compose an essay of 4,000 – 5,000 words in which you reflect on themes from two or three related seminar papers that you have written. This essay will aim to answer some or all of the following questions. How do you see these papers as relating to each other? What have you learned from reflecting on them together? Where might your future thinking on these topics go?
c) Public Philosophy
Philosophy has always had an impact on public affairs, and many philosophical ideas have substantial repercussions for the public. Philosophers are trained to be critical thinkers, who articulate their views clearly. The APA and the profession as a whole has increased their interest and resources for authors who are engaged in writing public philosophy. For instance, the APA has its own blog, and many philosophers write blogs that engage the public. Present a project on public philosophy that could help inform a general audience about an issue in philosophy that matters to you. You may get help from professional organizations, including the APA, in doing so. This project is compatible with other descriptions of your culminating experience that are described in this document.
d) Grant Application
The APA offers several grants that are available to students and programs that help diversify the profession and expand the traditional philosophical cannon. There are various resources for diversity and inclusion initiatives, which may include translation projects. Write a grant application project on behalf of the Philosophy Department that would help contribute to your work in philosophy. For more information on prizes, grants, and opportunities, consult this link. There are also grant-related teaching resources at the APA’s TeachingHub.
e) Further Development of a Paper on a Philosophical Issue
Choose a paper that you have written for one of your graduate seminars in philosophy and work to improve it, perhaps with an eye towards using it as a writing sample for PhD applications. You will do more research on the topic, condense the main arguments, consider further objections or alternative interpretations, and edit your writing many times in light of feedback. The final version of this paper should be between 5,000 and 7,000 words, with a well-defined and narrow scope.
f) An “Autoethnography” 
For this paper, you take seriously the view that philosophy is about the human condition and also that personal experience is a central part of that condition. Here you will write in the traditions of authors often associated with the existential and hermeneutic traditions, and offer a careful retelling of some aspect of your experience, which you will then use as a text to theorize.
If you are doing this project, please be sure that you are writing about a topic about which you are ready to bring into the public space of the course. That is, if the topic pertains to your personal trauma, please be sure that you have a strong measure of healing around it so that the process of writing about it and talking about it in this context is part of your healing journey. You might need to talk with a therapist, counselor, spiritual mentor, and/or friend about this discernment.
[bookmark: _Toc224128197]Logistics
· Students must submit a Proposal for Culminating Experience (PCE) the semester prior to enrolling in the Culminating Experience course (895 or 898).
· The PCE includes:
(a) the title of the proposed project, 
(b) a brief description of the project, 
(c) a committee consisting of at least two tenure-track faculty members, and 
(d) a tentative schedule for the project.
· In the semester in which students enroll, they must register for both PHIL 896: Culminating Experience Peer Work Project and PHIL 895: Culminating Experience Project.
· Students can register for any section of PHIL 896 offered.
· Students should ask their CE director for a permission number to add their director’s section of 895.
[bookmark: _Toc224128198]Course Format
· Students will work to develop their Culminating Experience Project throughout the semester in both of two ways: with their colleagues in workshop meetings and with their CE Director.
· The Graduate Coordinator overseeing PHIL 896 will divide students into groups depending on their project proposals.
· The groups will meet every other week throughout the semester to present, consider, and discuss their ongoing work.
· At each meeting at least one student will present their work to the group, and all other students will submit written feedback on that work within one week of the meeting on Canvas.
· Any student who fails to submit feedback more than twice during the semester will receive a grade of NC for the 896 course.
· If students have any questions about the organization of their study group, they should raise these questions with the Graduate Coordinator as soon as possible. 
· Meetings between students and their CE directors will be scheduled between the student and CE director.
· Students will submit their final projects to their entire committee at least two weeks prior to the end-of-semester conference in order to give their committee time to read and prepare questions for them.
· At the end of the semester, students will give 10-15 minute presentations of their project at a conference organized by the Graduate Coordinator. The student’s committee and any audience members present will ask the student questions about their project. This will be the oral exam for the course.
· Both 896 and 895 will be graded CR/NC. Grades in 896 will be based on participation in the study group meetings. Grades in 895 will be based on the student’s committee’s evaluation of the final project submitted and the presentation at the conference.

[bookmark: _Toc224128199]Miscellanea 
[bookmark: _Toc224128200]Taking Classes at Other Universities while Enrolled at SFSU
· SFSU has several programs that allow students to pay fees at SFSU and to take classes at other universities. Please see this website for more information: https://registrar.sfsu.edu/special-enrollment-programs
· As part of the Cross Registration Program with UC Berkeley, the Department of Philosophy allows all MA students to take undergraduate courses at Berkeley. Students who have achieved a track record of excellent Master’s-level coursework at SFSU may be considered eligible to take additional courses; to take such courses, they will need: (1) an arrangement with a faculty sponsor at SFSU, (2) permission (and signature) from the Graduate Coordinator.
· The Consortium program is only available during the regular sessions of the academic year and specifically excludes summer session, winter session, and extension.
· The Berkeley cross-registration form can be found here: https://grad.sfsu.edu/sites/default/files/forms/uc-berkeley-sfsu-cross-registration.pdf

[bookmark: _Toc224128201]Petitioning Coursework Completed through Open University or at Other Institutions
· Students may petition a maximum of six semester units to count toward their MA degree. This may include any combination of Open University (CEL) work, credit by examination, and/or transfer work). For more information, see:  http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/graduate-education/academic-policies-procedures/
· Students who completed their BA degrees at SFSU and who took courses that were not counted towards their BA degrees may also petition to count such courses toward their MA degrees.

[bookmark: _Toc224128202]Student Travel Funding
Students may apply for funds to aid in travel to present work at conferences that will contribute to their philosophical studies and/or careers. Funds will be awarded according to the following criteria.
· Students should be presenting original work, although students delivering comments may also apply.
· Presentations should be beneficial to the advancement of the student’s philosophical studies and/or career.
· Students already receiving travel funding from another source (e.g., APA travel funds) are not eligible.
· As a rule, acceptance to student conferences or student sections of conferences will not be assessed as sufficiently important to advance a career, although these are very helpful as a first step in learning how to submit and in networking. Occasionally, however, a student conference will be highly selective and will qualify.

The earlier the application is made, the better. To submit an application, please contact Jennifer Waller, phlsphr@sfsu.edu. 

[bookmark: _Toc224128203]Suggested Timeline for Applying to PhD Programs
[bookmark: _Toc224128204]Spring and Summer
· Make appointments with your professors so that you can talk with them about your plans.
· Begin thinking about which paper you will submit as your writing sample. Note that you may want to revise (and perhaps lengthen) your paper with the help of one or more of your professors. This is true even if you received an A on this paper.
· Study for and take the GRE.
· Note that it is highly recommended that you study for and take this exam before the fall semester when you will apply for programs. This is because the process of applying for programs itself can be a time-consuming task, it you should not over burden yourself during this time.
· If you google ‘GRE’ the GRE homepage will come up. Follow the links for information about the different kinds of exams (paper-based, computer-based), how many times you can take the exam, different ways of receiving your scores, etc.
· Consider many different graduate programs.
· Ask three professors to write letters that recommend you. These professors should be: (1) your thesis committee chair; (2) the second person on your thesis committee; (3) one of the following: the third person on your committee, if you have one; a faculty member in whose graduate seminar you did superb work; a faculty member for whom you have TAed; (note: this third person does not need to be doing research in your field). 
· Be aware that all faculty need to know of your request before the beginning of September so that they can budget their time. Note also that faculty are sometimes on leave and are not available to write letters in the fall, which is a good reason for contacting them in spring or summer. Keep in mind that under the current modes of submitting recommendations electronically, the submission of each letter is enormously time consuming for faculty; for this reason, faculty may put a limit on the number of letters they will submit on your behalf.
· Note: When you ask the professors to write your letters, be sure to ask whether or not they will be able to write you a good letter (you should not have any lukewarm letters in your dossier).
[bookmark: _Toc224128205]Early September
· Gather application forms (and financial aid and housing information) from the programs to which you are considering applying. Schools prefer that you complete on-line applications. Be sure to check departmental web pages for application important information and deadlines.
· In deciding where to apply, consider the specialties, placement record, character, and size of the program. You should also consider the pros and cons of M.A. versus Ph.D. programs.
· You should apply to a number of programs. The competition is stiff, and you should be sure to apply to a number of “fall back” schools. (People often recommend submitting ten applications.)
· Draft your statement of intent.
· Work on your writing sample.
· Connect with the professors who will write your letters. Talk with them about your progress with respect to where you will apply, your statement of intent, and your writing sample.
· At this point, you should be able to provide to your letter writers the following:
· a list of the schools to which you are applying,
· clear directions about to where the letters should be sent,
· your unofficial transcripts,
· a draft of your statement of intent,
· a draft of your writing sample,
· prior work you did for their classes.
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· Work on your statement of intent and writing sample. Show drafts of these to the professors who are writing letters that recommend you.

[bookmark: _Toc224128207]January and February (sometimes December)
· Applications are due!
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